2012/13 Learner Record Request for Change Form

You should aim to provide sufficient detail to enable the secretariat to apply the assessment criteria to your request.  Please also refer to the request for change guidance before completing this form.

If this request meets the initial assessment criteria, then sections 2, 3 and 4 will be published and used to consult the sector on this change. Therefore, you are advised to ensure that you make clear in those sections why the sector should support this change.
	1. Key contact(s)

	Requestor

Name:

Email:

Tel:
	Policy Owner

Name:

Policy team:

Email:

Tel:

	2. Overview of the change’s objectives

	A very brief overview of what change is being asked for and why.
To align the ethnicity information collected in the ILR with the classifications that will be used in UK Census 2011 and Government Statistical Surveys thereafter.



	3. Business case

	This section of the request must explain the business rationale and will be used to consult with the sector. This section must cover at least:

· the issue that this change aims to address

The ILR currently uses the ethnicity classification from the 2001 UK Census. This classification is being updated for the 2011 UK Census, with the recommendation that it should be used across the UK in other data collections and surveys. Consequently the ILR needs to change so that it is possible to directly compare FE data outputs to statistics relating to the whole population in England.

· the benefits this change will bring to the further education and training system
It is important that the data standards for ethnicity in the FE sector are aligned with the latest UK Census standard. That will ensure that any reporting regarding ethnicity in the FE sector is aligned with all other government statistics. 

The expectation is that the 2011 UK Census classification for ethnicity will also be adopted by the School Census and Higher Education. This would mean that there will be a harmonised approach across education.
· the risks / effects of not implementing this change

If this change is not implemented then the ILR will not align with data collected in the UK Census, meaning that it will be impossible to directly compare FE sector statistics with statistics on the population in general. This will have an impact on policy and delivery.



	4. Which key sector business priority does this change support? 

	One of the key assessment criteria is that data collected in the learner record should be used to report on key priorities for the sector.
The primary driver for this change is to ensure that any reporting regarding ethnicity in the FE sector is aligned with all other government statistics.


	5. Who, within your organisation, has authorised this change?

	All change requests must be approved by the appropriate governance group within your organisation to ensure that they meet the needs of the organisation nationally. Ideally this process will include the request being endorsed by the relevant information authority board member.


	6. If you have a proposed data solution please provide it here.

	Please supply details of the fields / codes that may need to be changed if you know them or identify if this is a new piece of data not currently collected.
The proposed solution is to replace the current ethnicity categories with the 2011 Census classifications for ethnicity (listed below). The sequence is significant as it has been designed by the Office for National Statistics to maximise correct completion by citizens. Therefore any display or paper form that a learning provider presents to a learner should follow this sequence and must not include the category 'Not known/not provided'.
White

English / Welsh / Scottish / Northern Irish / British

Irish

Gypsy or Irish Traveller

Any Other White background
Mixed / Multiple ethnic groups

White and Black Caribbean

White and Black African

White and Asian

Any other Mixed / multiple ethnic background
Asian / Asian British

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Chinese

Any other Asian background
Black / African / Caribbean / Black British

African

Caribbean

Any other Black / African / Caribbean background
Other ethnic group

Arab

Any other ethnic group


	7. How will the data collected be used? What reports will be needed?

	The data will be used:

· in Statistical First Releases
· to answer parliamentary questions
· for other analysis, modelling and management information.



	8. What quality of data will be needed to meet your requirements?

	Please state how fully you expect this data to be completed and indicate whether there is a minimum completion threshold that is required for this data to be of use.
As per the current data quality standard for ethnicity, the aim should be for 100% completeness. 
For LR / ER provision, there should be fewer than 0.5% 'not known / not provided' ethnicity entries by the final return of the year. 
For ASL / ESF SR provision, there should be fewer than 1.5% 'not known / not provided' ethnicity entries by the final return of the year.


	9. If you are aware of any existing data standards or definitions that you would like to see applied for this change, please provide them here.

	The data standard for ethnicity that we would like to see used is the standard that the Office for National Statistics has published for the 2011 Census. The detail of that has been provided in response to question 6. 


	10. How will this change impact on any existing data or related policies? 

	There should be no significant impact on existing data or policies. All of the 2001 UK Census classifications are included in the proposed new classifications. If necessary, it is possible to produce a mapping document so that new data could be compared with old.


	11. Please provide here any other comments, policy documents or supporting information

	The Office for National Statistics has published a number of relevant documents on the collection of ethnicity data and the development of the 2011 Census classifications for ethnicity. Below are links to some useful documents and websites. 
Ethnic Group Statistics: A guide for the collection and classification of ethnicity data 

Consultation on ethnic group, national identity, religion and language
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