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Summary

• a single restructured learner record in XML (single ILR)

• progress

• implementation

• key messages for providers

• future development
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A single restructured learner record
in XML format

• Three areas of significant change:

– single learner record

– restructured learner record

– learner record in XML format
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Why?

• frequent provider requests
• recommended by consultants
• endorsed by board
• handle multiply funded learners

ILR
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Restructured Learner Record

Why?

• better reflects data relationships
• easier change - more agile
• simplifies collection
• enables better MI
• enables transactions in future

Learner
data set

Learning aim
data set

ILR
Learner

UKPRN
LearnerReferenceNumber

LearnerSurname/FamilyName
LearnerForename
LearnerDateofBirth
LearnerEthnicity
LearnerSex
LearnerCurrentAddressLine1
LearnerCurrentAddressLine2
LearnerCurrentAddressLine3
LearnerCurrentAddressLine4
LearnerCurrentAddressPostcode
LearnerEmailAddress
LearnerHomePostcode
LearnerHomeTelephoneNumber
LearnerCountryofDomicileCode
LearnerNationalInsuranceNumber
LearnerContactPreferenceIndicator
LearnerAccomodationCode
UniqueLearnerNumber

LearningEventOutcome

UKPRN(FK)
LearnerReferenceNumber(FK)
LearningAimReference(FK)
LearningEventStartDate(FK)

LearningEventActualEndDate
LearningEventReasonEnded
LearningEventCompletionStatus
LearningEventOutcomeIndicator
LearningEventOutcomeGrade
LearningEventAchievementDate
LearningEventCreditAchieved

LearningEvent

UKPRN(FK)
LearnerReferenceNumber(FK)
LearningAimReference
LearningEventStartDate

LearningEventPlannedEndDate
LearningEventResitIndicator
LearningEventDeliveryLocationPostcode
LearningEventDeliveryMode
LearningEventMainDeliveryMethod
LearningEventDistanceLearningSLN
LearningEventTuitionFeesReceivedYTD
LearningEventFundsRemaining
LearningEventGuidedLearningHours
LearningEventPlannedCreditValue
LearningEventPlannedGroupBasedHours
LearningEventPlanned121ContactHours
LearningEventEmploymentOutcome
LearningEventFranchise/PartneshipUKPRN
LearningEventProgrammeCode
LearningEventProgrammeEntryRoute
LearningEventFrameworkCode
LearningEventSpecialProjectCode
ESFProjectDossier
ESFLocalProject
NationalSkillsAcademyLearningEventIdentifier

LearnerFunding&Monitoring

UKPRN(FK)
LearnerReferenceNumber(FK)
LearnerSupplementaryMonitoringType
LearnerSupplementaryMonitoringIdentifier

StartDate
EndDate
AdditionalLearnerSupportCost
DisadvantageUpliftFactor

LearningEventFunding&Monitoring

UKPRN(FK)
LearnerReferenceNumber(FK)
LearningAimReference(FK)
LearningEventStartDate(FK)
LearningEventSupplementaryMonitoringIdentifier
LearningEventSupplementaryMonitoringType

StartDate
EndDate

LearnerEmploymentStatus

UKPRN(FK)
LearnerReferenceNumber(FK)
EmploymentStatusType
EmploymentStatusIdentifier

EmployerIdentifier
StartDate
EndDate

LLDDCategory

UKPRN(FK)
LearnerReferenceNumber(FK)
LLDDCode

StartDate
EndDate
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XML – Extensible Markup Language

Why?

• automate change processes
• industry standard
• reduce maintenance costs
• align with HE and school collection
• comply with e-Gif

<?xml version="1.0"
encoding="utf-8"?>
<!-- This file was
generated by W3C
XML/XSD Export
Model Bridge from
Meta Integration
Technology, Inc.
(MITI) -->
<xs:schema
xmlns:xs="http://www.
w3.org/2001/XMLSche
ma" xmlns="">
<xs:complexType
name="Learner">
<xs:annotation>

flat file
XMLILR
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Single ILR
Documents

• version 2 of flat file ILR specification published at end of February
2011 to include late ILR changes

• single ILR specification and XML schema published at end of
February 2011

• single ILR specification, XSD and business rules updated with
corrections on 14 April 2011

• Mapping document from flat file to new field structure on IA
website

• Provider support manual to be published next week (by 17June)
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Single ILR
Implementation (1)

• implementation for providers during 2011/12

• provider prepares data in current flat file ILR format or single ILR
format

• the data that providers are asked to collect for 2011/12 is the same
regardless of the output format

• enhanced LIS provides functionality to support move to single ILR
– ILR flat file to single ILR converter tool - will combine and convert separate ILR

flat files to a single ILR file, as well as merge two or more files in either format
into one single ILR file.

• all 2012/13 returns in single ILR format



Single ILR
Data collection systems for 2011/12

LIS containing
• Tool to combine
and convert ILR flat
files to a single ILR
file, as well as
merge two or more
files in either format
into one single ILR
file
• XML schema
validation
• single ILR
validation rules

OLDC
containing
• XML schema
validation
• single ILR
validation rules

single
ILR file

Flat
file
ILR

single
ILR
file
output
from
LIS

single
ILR
(not
output
from
LIS)



Single ILR
Implementation (2)

• no separate collections during year

• single year end hard close date

• collection timetable will:

– identify the date by which data must be up to date

– describe the purpose of the return

– define for which learners data must be sent

• all data stored in a year to date database



Single ILR
Implementation (3)

• full returns containing all learners (A file)

• update only files containing a subset of learners
(B file)

• using only one transmission method. Providers using
both POL and batch will need to move to batch only
transmission for 2011/12

Providers can send :



Single ILR
Key messages for providers (1)

• send one file for 2011/12 containing all learners at
the provider regardless of funding model

• need to nominate one function only to be responsible
for merging and transmitting all files to OLDC

• careful management of file transmission numbers is
required, particularly when merging files



Single ILR
Key messages for providers (2)

• if records for a learner are currently included in more
than one collection with different learner reference
numbers the two records for 2011/12 can be:

– merged together to form a single learner record, or

– held as separate records

• duplicate learner reference numbers must be
cleansed for 2011/12, that is, the same number
cannot be used for more than one learner



Single ILR
Key messages for providers (3)

• any changes made to learner reference numbers
must be reported to the Data Service (old to new
mapping for success rates)

• an A file will always replace all learner data for the
provider – so make sure this contains all learners

• need to understand single ILR even if you input ILR
flat files into LIS as:

– data in the LIS will be stored in single file format

– validation will be reported in single file terminology
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Future development

• make more use of XML functionality

• the single ILR data model and XML can more easily
accommodate future changes

• simplification from the Skills Funding Agency expected in
2012/13

• 2012/13 ILR change request process is open



Learner Information Suite (LIS)

•Enhancements include:

– to use a business rules engine module, to enable greater flexibility in the
maintenance of the funding calculation and synchronisation with the OLDC
system.

– functionally to convert existing flat file format ILR to a single ILR file as well
as merge two or more files in either format into one single ILR file.

– validate both single ILR and flat format ILR files

– LIS reports - updated in line with any policy changes



LAD LARA

• Replacement of LAD with new Learning Aims solution to support an
enhanced Learning Aims Lifecycle.

• LARA – Learning Aim Reference Application.

• Learning Aims data in a new format that provides:
– Learning Aims for the 2011/12 academic year
– Ability to import data from authorised sources (Ofqual, DfE, UK-

CES,QAA, HEFCE, awarding organisations, learning providers)

• New look and feel, new location.

• Increase system flexibility as well as lowering ongoing maintenance
cost by reducing the dependence of bespoke technology.



• LAD will continue to be available for at least the next 2 years

• LAD and the LAD archive will continue to be available at the current
location.

• No changes to LAD planned – Learning Aims for 09/10 and 10/11 will
continue to be made available via the LAD website.

• LAD search will continue to be available for 09/10 and 10/11 Learning
Aims.

• For a few months LAD will continue to be updated to support 2010/11.

• Funding and validity information for 2011/12 will be made available on
the LAD

LAD – will hold historic data



• LARA will be the repository for learning aims from 2011/12
onwards

• New database definition for LARA – LARA table and field definitions
for 2011/12 document – draft published on 01 March 2011.

• LARA structure will be based on LAD database.
• Data not relevant to the 11/12 data collection will be removed.
• New data will be added to cater for:

• Changes to the Agencies’ funding systems
• Units as Learning Aims
• More transparency in the progress of a Learning Aim

• LARA download for 11/12 and future years will be available from a
new location.

• LARA search will be available from a new location.
• Current plan is to have a live populated system in July 2011.

LARA – masters aims for 11/12 onwards
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Further information

Email: cst@theia.org.uk

For the single ILR specification, data model and mapping
document:
http://www.theia.org.uk/ilr/ilrdocuments/201112_ilrdetail.htm

Further information on the enhancements to data collection
systems:
http://www.thedataservice.org.uk/News/enhancements_dc_systems


