Change to the Timetable for Collecting the Final FE ILR Return for 2007/08
1
Introduction

This document describes a change to the timetable for collection of the final further education (FE) individualised learner record (ILR) return for 2007/08.

2
Summary

The information authority board at its meeting on 4 June 2008 agreed: 

· to change the return date for final F05 returns for 2007/08, from FE funded providers, to Friday 6 February 2009 from the previously published date of 30 March 2009
· that the data service web portal would be amended so that providers are unable to transmit a F05 return after 6 February 2009.  In a case where a provider sends incomplete information by that date then an agency or body, for example Ofsted or the LSC, would be at liberty to take this into account when making decisions but no further data would be received or processed.  
3
Background

The Department for Innovation Universities and Skills (DIUS) has requested that the receipt and processing of achievement data from FE funded providers is amended to provide more timely reporting on Public Service Agreement (PSA) targets and to allow it to form a more timely understanding of the performance of the system.  Both these aims are to bring FE system arrangements in line with other education sectors in England.  This is advantageous to providers as earlier publication allows DIUS and funding bodies to make a more timely case for the  funds the FE system needs.   
The LSC has identified a need for more timely achievement data and an earlier close of the final FE return containing achievement data to allow it to calculate and use a single success rate for all its business processes.  This outcome will benefit providers by removing the confusion currently caused by using success rates based on data sent at different times.
An information authority led project looking at harmonising the success rates published by the LSC and Ofsted has identified that one of the reasons for differences in the rates is the LSC practice of allowing providers to send end-year ILR data returns after the final date for receipt of these returns at the end of March.  It recommends that returns are not accepted or processed after the published last date for their receipt.  
Analysis of full-year ILR F04 and F05 returns for 2006/07 identified that a considerable volume of outcome data was added to the ILR during December 2007 and January 2008 and that in comparison a low volume of outcome data was added in the period between early February and the end of March 2008.

Conversations with some providers with a track record of making timely, consistent and accurate returns has identified that most consider that any well run provider will be able to return all but a handful of outcomes by the return date in early February.  Most confirm that they considerably improve the quality of outcome data between the November and February return dates as part of a schedule.  They also indicate that any need to transfer such work into the extremely busy September to November period would result in increased costs and/or a reduction in data quality either in the F05 return for the previous year or the first F01 return for the current year.

4
Board Decision
Based on the above the board agreed to the changes to the collection arrangements for the 2007/08 F05 return described above.  It also agreed that:

·  by 30 June 2008 the secretariat would write to all providers affected to inform them of the changes and the reasons for them (this paper)
· the LSC, DIUS, Ofsted and the FE system Data Service would work together to produce and publish by 31 July 2008 a reporting timetable based on the above data collection timetable change

· during the process for developing the ILR specification for 2009/10 further consultation would be undertaken to inform whether it is possible to bring the date forward from early February for years from 2008/09 onwards.  An earlier date would further meet LSC’s aspirations.  This consultation would investigate whether providers would be able to meet Ofsted’s need for complete final data at qualification level with an earlier close date.  

Within the further consultation, options for asking for earlier outcome data for discrete types of learning, for example basic skills, GCE A levels, AS levels and GCSEs will be explored.
5
Revised Timetable

The previously published timetable for collecting FE returns for 2007/08 has been amended in line with these changes.  It is attached as annex A.
Peter Ashton
Standards and Quality Manager – the information authority
ANNEX A

Collection timetable for FE

Version 1
Published 7 March 2007 
Version 2
Published 9 March 2007  



-
type of return revised for F02 and F03.

-
latest date of return for the calculation of FE achievement factor added.
Version 3
Published 20 June 2008


-
change to F05 arrangements
	Return Number (file extension)
	Reference date
	Return date
	Year of return
	Type of return

	ILR - .F01
	01 November 2007 
	03 December 2007
	2007/08
	Full ILR up to 1 November.



	ILR - .F02
	01 February 2008
	18 February 2008
	2007/08
	Full or Abridged ILR – ESF records only.  Check with local LSC to confirm if a return is required

	ILR - .F03
	01 May 2008
	19 May 2008
	2007/08
	Full or Abridged ILR – ESF records only.  Check with local LSC to confirm if a return is required

	ILR - .F04
	31 July

2008
	01 September 2008
	2007/08
	Full ILR – all year activity



	ILR - .F05
	from 01 November 2008†
	24 November 2008†
	2007/08
	Full ILR – all year activity including achievements.




In each teaching year an initial data collection takes place with a reference date of 1 November.   
An all-year collection of data with a reference date of 31 July 2008 includes any changes from the original data for new enrolments, withdrawals and information about learning programmes completed.  

The final collection, with a reference date of at least 1 November 2008, collects learning aim outcomes and grades in respect of learners in the previous teaching year as known at the reference date.  At the final FE ILR collection (ILRF05) data in all other fields should be completed to reflect the position at the second ILR collection (ILRF04).  Please note the completion status may change at the final collection (ILRF05) in light of a learner not returning for a second or subsequent year.  Providers have the option of returning the outcome and grade data in an earlier collection if they wish.  This cycle is repeated for each teaching year with new records for all learners.  

2007/08
The FE ILR timetable for 2007/08 is described in the table above.  All providers will be transmitting ILR returns via the web portal (providers.lsc.gov.uk/dcs/).  

For the first FE ILR collection (ILRF01), all providers are requested to return learner, learning aim, ESF (where applicable) and HE (where applicable) data sets.  

For the second FE ILR collection (ILRF04) all providers are requested to return learner, learning aim, ESF (where applicable) and HE (where applicable) data sets and are requested to complete the completion status field within the learning aim data set as at 31 July.

The final FE ILR collection (ILRF05) from all providers should consist of a copy of the records sent at the fourth FE collection (ILRF04) with learning aim outcomes and grades added as known at the reference date.  ILRF05 should also contain amendments to completion status and achievement for learners who at ILRF04 were expected to return for the 2007/08 teaching year and who subsequently did not do so. 

† The date for return of ILR F05 2007/08 is 24 November 2008.  All providers making an F05 return are asked to do so by this date.  The LSC is aware that a small proportion of exam achievement data are received after November.  Consequently the LSC will keep the F05 return for 2007/08 open until Friday 6 February 2009, and providers will be able to send revised returns up to that date.  Revised F05 returns will not be accepted by the web portal after this date. In a case where a provider sends incomplete information by 6 February 2009 then an agency or body for example Ofsted or the LSC, would be at liberty to take this into account when making decisions but no further data would be received or processed.  
The reference date of the F05 return indicates that all exam results received by that reference date are included in the return.  The initial F05 return has a reference date of 01 November 2008 or later.  Providers should not send in an F05 return where exam results notified prior to 1 November 2008 are missing.  

The reference dates for revised returns sent after 24 November 2008 are defined by the provider and can be any date between 1 November 2008 and 6 February 2009 inclusive.  The specific reference date used by the F05 return should be indicated in the footer record as detailed in the ILR specification.

The most recent F05 return received by close on Friday 6 February 2009 will be used to calculate a revised FE achievement factor for 2008/09.  
